
 FAIR KING BIG PUMPKIN CONTEST 

• All exhibitors must have a season pass ticket.  

• Exhibits must be entered between 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. on the Wednesday before the fair. Each 

entry must arrive at the weigh-off on a pallet where the entry and pallet will remain for display for the 

entirety of the fair, with the exception of “Fair King Pumpkin.” Exhibits may be removed the Wednesday 

after the fair 12:00 noon- 7:00pm. 

• A pumpkin or squash of the “giant” variety may be entered and will qualify for all local prize money. 

Each entry will be designated as either a pumpkin or squash. A squash will be classified as any entry 

with 100% color combination of all green, blue and gray. A pumpkin will be any fruit not classified as a 

squash.  

• Official, judged weigh in will take place at 7:30pm the Wednesday before the fair. 

• Each exhibitor may only have one official entry that qualifies for prize money. An exhibitor may enter 

and weigh more than one entry. However, the exhibitor must declare which entry is their official entry 

prior to judging and subsequent weighing. All other entries by a single exhibitor will be classified as 

“Exhibition Only” and will not qualify for any prize money. 

• Prize money is awarded to the top 5 places by weight (King Class). Prizes to be determined.  

• IMPORTANT - The exhibit winning the “Fair King” 1st Place will become the property of the 

Washington County Mechanical and Agricultural Association- Home Arts Division (HAD). No exceptions 

to this rule will be made. “Fair King” pumpkin will be auctioned during Tuesdays live sale. Selling 

amount will be divided in a 60/40 split, with 60% of the amount awarded to the exhibitor and the 

remaining amount retained by the HAD for further improvements to the home arts building and future 

contests. 

• All exhibits other than the “Fair King” may be claimed by the owner on Wednesday of the fair between 

12:00 noon to 7:00 pm. Any unclaimed exhibits will be disposed of as seen fit.  

• All specimens that will be submitted to the GPC for prize money and recognition will be weighed on 

our scale with only the fruit on the scale. Weights will be recorded in 5-pound increments. All 

participants are expected to watch and oversee the weighing of their entries. Once the pumpkin or 

squash has been weighed and removed from the scale, the entry is official and will not be reweighed 

unless specifically requested by the judges.  

• No foreign material (i.e.: fungicides, caulking, skin additives, etc.) will be permitted in the weighing of 

any fruit. Vines must be trimmed to within one inch of the stem of the fruit. The stem itself will not be 

applicable to judging as stated below.  

• The pumpkin or squash must be sound, healthy and undamaged. Entries must be free of rot. Entries 

must be free of holes or cracks into the interior cavity of the fruit. Entries must be free of damaged 

areas that are greater than 3 inches in diameter and greater than 3 inches deep. Any single damaged 

area greater than 3 inches deep will classify the fruit as damaged (DMG). If there are more than two 

damaged areas, the fruit will be disqualified even if each is smaller than described above. Small, 

damaged areas are acceptable if naturally healed over with new rind, also known as natural scabs or 

new cantalouping. The judges reserve the right to probe cracks, holes and to dig out soft spots to judge 

a fruit official or not.  

• In the event of a tie of two or more places, the order in which each entry was weighed on the scales 

will be the tie breaker with the higher placing going to the earliest entry weighed and so on.  

• All decisions of the judges are final. 

 


